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About Us
ThinkTennessee is a nonpartisan, results-oriented think tank that uses research, engagement, and advocacy to 

build a state where all Tennesseans are civically engaged and economically secure.
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Strengthening Democracy
 Improve and simplify the voting rights 

restoration process

 Eliminate restrictions on absentee ballot 
application sharing

 Protect judicial independence

 Defend issues of good governance and civic 
engagement

 Support voter education in advance of the 
2024 election

ThinkTennessee’s 2024 Policy Priorities 
Supporting Working Families
 Access to high-quality, safe, and affordable 

housing 

 A sustainable, affordable multimodal 
transportation future

 Ensuring jobs have fair wages

 Improved access to good jobs through 
workforce development programs and 
policies

 Affordable, high-quality childcare

 A more just and effective criminal legal 
system 
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 State of Our State Dashboard

 State of Our State: Transportation and 
Mobility Report

 2022 Election After-Action Report

 Debt Policy Brief

 Voting Rights Restoration Policy Brief

Coming Soon 
 State of Working Tennessee

 Voter Education Series

  

Our Research
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State of our 
Counties 
Dashboard

The Dashboard can be found at:

www.thinktennessee.org/state-of-
our-counties
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Ways to Review
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Metric Summaries All Metrics for a County County Overview



Key Findings
From over 9,500 data points across nine categories, including children, criminal justice, economy, education, 

elections & civic life, health, housing, infrastructure & mobility, and environment & energy.
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Annual county growth numbers are strong, but 
long-term growth varies by region and county
Long term employment growth is strong but 
not evenly distributed throughout the state
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Between 2021 and 2022, the average 
county experienced: 
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Incomes are far below the cost of living in almost 
every county

Median HH Income
$51,734
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There are many expenses driving the increase in 
cost of living for households.
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Housing Cost Burden
Residents spending 30% or 
more of income on housing

Child Care Cost Burden
Percent of household income 
needed for two-child childcare

Annual Cost of Living Expenses for the 
Average County 



Economic outcomes vary significantly by county, 
but many counties struggle.

Food Stamps
Households receiving food 
stamps

Overall Poverty
People with incomes 
below poverty line. 

Debt in Collections
People who have any debt 
in collections. 
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Outcomes for children are less than ideal. 

Children in Poverty
Percent of people under 
18 in poverty 

Youth Obesity 
Percent of youth who are 
overweight or obese 

Children in Single 
Parent HH
Percent of people under 
18 headed by single 
parent 

Children in Food-
Insecure HH
Percent of youth in HH 
with uncertainty of 
enough food
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High school graduation rates vary depending on student demographics

HS Graduation Rate
Percent of students who graduated within 4 years



County residents are registered but aren’t voting 
consistently. 

Voter Registration
Percent of eligible voters 
who are registered.

2020 Voter Turnout
Percent of registered 
voters who voted. 

2022 Voter Turnout
Percent of registered voters who 
voted. 

Early Voting
Percent of voters who 
chose to vote early.

Election Day Turnout
Percent of voters who 
voted on Election Day.

24



25



Q&A 
Thank you for attending. 
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