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ThinkTennessee is a nonpartisan, results-oriented think tank that uses research,
engagement, and advocacy to build a state where all Tennesseans are civically
engaged and economically secure. Working in partnership with state and local leaders,
ThinkTennessee advances data-driven, evidence-based policies that strengthen the
voice of voters, better support working families, and move Tennessee forward.

Their model operates through three reinforcing stages. First, they produce nonpartisan
research (policy briefs, state-by-state policy comparisons, and dynamic interactive
dashboards that feature both state and county data) that gives elected and community
leaders a common factual foundation. This matters acutely in Tennessee, where the
decline of local news has left three counties with no news source and 63 with only one,
according to the Northwestern Local News Initiative. ThinkTennessee is increasingly
playing a trusted role to fill that information gap.

Second, the organization convenes those same leaders across political, geographic, and
sectoral lines. ThinkTennessee's annual Mayors' Roundtables, CEO Roundtables, Civic
Leaders Luncheons, and Policy Forum are structured around their high-quality
research and creating space to have productive discussions about policy solutions for
Tennessee's most pressing challenges.

Third, ThinkTennessee translates these local discussions into state policy
recommendations through intentional education and advocacy with legislative leaders.
In just the past few years, their research has informed improvements to Tennessee's
voting rights restoration process, an expansion of paid leave for state employees,
allowing voluntary zoning incentives for attainable housing, and an update to the
LIHTC tax assessment process. ThinkTennessee helps leaders and communities identify
shared challenges and move toward real policy solutions. Most policy organizations
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. .Qutcomes rather than reports that sit on shelves, making them a trusted, credible, and
truly. effective organization.
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